
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Service of Holy Communion 

Second Sunday of Lent 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today from wherever you are. We are very glad to 
be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, 
and traditionally has been seen as the principal occasion to prepare for 
baptism, as well as reconciliation. It is a spring-time of faith, where 
we focus on confession, self-denial, study, and giving of our time and 
money.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship.  
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
!
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lordappeared to Abram, and said 
to him, ‘I am God Almighty;[a]walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.’ 3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram,[b] but your name shall be 
Abraham;[c] for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your offspring[d]after you. 
 

15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.’ 
!
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Romans 4:13-25 
 

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, 
neither is there violation. 

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, 17 as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, 
‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already[b] as good as dead (for he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that 
God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his faith[c] ‘was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 23 Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, 
were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – Father, Hear the Prayer We Offer 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
 not for ease that prayer shall be, 
 but for strength that we may ever 
 live our lives courageously. 
 
2 Not for ever in green pastures 
 do we ask our way to be; 
 but the steep and rugged pathway 
 may we tread rejoicingly. 
 
3 Not for ever by still waters 
 would we idly rest and stay; 
 but would smite the living fountains 
 from the rocks along our way. 
 
4 Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
 in our wanderings be our guide; 
 through endeavour, failure, danger, 
 Father, be thou at our side. 
 
Love Maria Willis (nee Whitcomb) (1824-1908), Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



! 8!

Gospel Reading – Mark 8:31-38 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,[i] will save it. 36 For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words[j] in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.’ 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

Romans 5.1,2!
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Jesu, Lover of My Soul 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Jesu, lover of my soul, 
 let me to thy bosom fly, 
 while the gath'ring waters roll, 
 while the tempest still is high: 
 Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
 till the storm of life is past; 
 safe into the haven guide, 
 O receive my soul at last. 
 
2 Other refuge have I none, 
 hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
 leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
 still support and comfort me. 
 All my trust on thee is stayed, 
 all my help from thee I bring; 
 cover my defenceless head 
 with the shadow of thy wing. 
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3 Plenteous grace with thee is found, 
 grace to cover all my sin; 
 let the healing streams abound, 
 make and keep me pure within. 
 Thou of life the fountain art, 
 freely let me take of thee, 
 spring thou up within my heart, 
 rise to all eternity. 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Glory to you, God of Abraham and Sarah, for you uphold every hope 
of redemption and upon you rests eternity. In every age you have 
called your people to receive your blessing by faith, trusting not in 
their own righteousness but the promise that rests forever on your 
grace.  
 
In Christ you came to bear the weight of our sin, carry our offences, 
and take up the hope of our salvation; and, through your power, the 
cross he bears across his shoulders has become for us the 
resurrection and the life. And so with your people on earth and all 
the company of heaven, we join the unending hymn: 
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 All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Renewing God, through the cross of Christ you redeem our failures 
by welcoming us to the feast of the forgiven. As there is nothing we 
can give in return for our life, send your Holy Spirit to meet us in the 
grace of this meal; and send your Spirit upon this bread and wine that 
they may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 
 
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke 
the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my body 
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Saving God, show your Church the path of life. Give each one of your 
children courage and wisdom to take up their cross and follow you. 
Stretch every heart with compassion for the heavy burdens their 
neighbours carry, and transform all who are weighed down to 
become carriers of one another’s burdens.  
 
Come alongside any who shoulder heavy cares alone and give them 
companions in walking each step. Take upon yourself the suffering of 
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all who bear impossible weights at the demand of another, are forced 
to labour, or given no rest, until all that bowed low in sin or weighed 
down by struggle is lifted up and carried by your grace and 
transcended in your glory, every-reigning God, forever one, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
 
All: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us 

!
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed 
are those who are called to his supper.  
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



! 15!

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer from Joining the Angels’ Song © Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher, 
Canterbury Press 2016. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 
 


